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A l t h o u g h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  g e n d e r  h a s  e v o l v e d
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t h r o u g h  p r o g r e s s i v e  t h e o r i e s ,  t h e
i m p o s i t i o n  o f  n o r m a t i v e  g e n d e r  r o l e s  h a v e  b e e n
p e r s i s t e n t  t h r o u g h o u t .  W o m e n  a r e  o f t e n  s e e n  a s  o b j e c t s
o f  w a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  w a r r i o r s .  M a h a b h a r a t  a n d  R a m a y a n a
s t a n d  s t i l l  a s  e x e m p l a r y  e v i d e n c e  o f  s u c h  i m p o s i t i o n .  T h e
c h a r a c t e r s  l i k e  D r a u p a d i  a n d  S i t a  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  u p o n
t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  ‘ i d e a l  w o m e n ’ .  I n  a n  u n s u r p r i s i n g  t u r n  o f
e v e n t s ,  a  w o m a n ' s  r a g e  i s  c r i t i c i s e d  w i t h  a  m o r a l  p o l i c i n g
u p h o l d i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  “ a n  i d e a l  w o m a n ” .  T h a t  b e i n g
m a t u r e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  c a l m ,  a b i d i n g ,  a n d  a  n e g o t i a t o r .
T h e  c h e c k l i s t  o f  t h e s e  e m o t i o n s  t h a t  “ f o r m s  a
w o m a n h o o d ”  i s  y e t  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  p o l i c y
m a k e r s .  W o m e n  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  s u b j e c t e d  t o  c u l t u r a l
s u p p r e s s i o n ,  a r e  s h o v e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  u p h o l d
t h e m .  
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The North-east region of India has been one of the most
militarised regions of India since independence. Issues like
tribal conflicts, terrorism, and changing demographic
profiles have led to intense military deployment in the
region. Exploitation coupled with negligence of these
regions by the Central governments has caused extreme
marginalisation. The Centre has enacted oppressive laws
like the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 1967 (UAPA),
Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Prevention Act, 1958
(TADA), and Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958
(AFSPA) which further aggravates the situation. In the
middle of these conflicts, women have been placed in the
most vulnerable position, where they find themselves at
the receiving end of violence on three fronts: from the
State, the militants, and violence in their own homes.
Sexual violence in the hands of the military is a common
occurance, who are ironically deployed to maintain peace
and harmony.  
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/23006029


Women’s bodies have been a site of conflict, humiliation,
and atrocity due to an absolute breakdown of social
structures. In the North-eastern states of India and
Kashmir, women experience marginalisation in multiple
forms and layers due to their gender, class, caste, and
geography. According to the Human Rights Watch (1991),
the entire Kashmir population is under the threat of being
stopped, detained, beaten, and stripped. Kashmiri women
have historically been used as an object of war. The Indian-
Pakistan partition in 1947, which gave rise to one of the
greatest forced migration in history, saw hundreds and
thousands of women raped, murdered, stripped,
humiliated and tortured. The most common tool to
subjugate and suppress women in every area of conflict
around the world, including our country has been rape,
through which a woman is viewed as a means to exert
power and control. 
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The AFSPA in the year 1958, was enacted as a
temporary act which confined the powers of
the Armed Forces to fight the “Naga
hostilities”. The Justice Reddy Committee and
the Supreme Court of India in 1997 upheld the
validity of the act and further allowed the
Union to deploy armed forces in “disturbed”
areas for a prolonged period of time. Sixtyfive
years after the enactment, the act has now
almost become a permanent part of conflict-
ridden states of India, most notably in North-
east India and Jammu & Kashmir. 

The act now provides the Armed Forces with
multiple privileges like the right to fire,
arrest, search and seize, along with legal
immunity against such acts. Such a huge
power vested with the military has given
rise to various human rights violations,
including murder and rape. Women
especially, those who have been living in
these areas are subjected to years of sexual
violence, abuse, and other gender-based
violence as a result of the provisions enjoyed
by the Armed Forces. This takes a traumatic
turn considering the economic and political
inequalities of the women.

R E S I L I E N C E  A M I D S T  
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A study of women during the situations of armed conflict identified several
categories of women who were affected: women relatives of armed activists,
women relatives of State armed forces, women militants, women who shelter
militants, and women who have been subjected to sexual and physical abuse.
Many of these acts of violence have inflicted mental and emotional violence on
the victims. Psychological and anxiety disorders like Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD), depression, and suicide have been viewed a common
occurrence among women living in the these regions. 
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A f t e r  t h e  a b r o g a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  3 7 0 ,  a n d  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  i t ,
s a w  a n  i m m e n s e  r i s e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e
J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  r e g i o n .  T h e  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  f a i l e d  t o
r e a c h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  n e w s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  d u e  t o  a n
i n d e f i n i t e  i n t e r n e t  s u s p e n s i o n  i n  J a m m u  &  K a s h m i r .  N u m e r o u s
c a s e s  o f  g e n d e r e d  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  w e n t  u n d e r - r e p o r t e d
d u e  t o  t h e  f e a r  i n s t i l l e d  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w h i c h  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y
s t i l l  p r e v a l e n t .  

https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/disturbing-act-the-history-of-afspa-in-the-north-eastern-region/article65274578.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/disturbing-act-the-history-of-afspa-in-the-north-eastern-region/article65274578.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/disturbing-act-the-history-of-afspa-in-the-north-eastern-region/article65274578.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/disturbing-act-the-history-of-afspa-in-the-north-eastern-region/article65274578.ece
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Being stuck in a political condition that promotes performative
nationalism, people living in conflict-ridden regions rely
predominantly on the judiciary. As Nitasha Kaul notes in her
article, the connotations surrounding anti-nationalism have been
significantly based on the popular sentiments of Hindutva.
However, an interpreter is bound to act within the laws that
shelter the predators. In conflict areas, the accessibility of
litigators or even the knowledge of such remedies seems like a
luxury. 
 
Soudiya Qutab, in their article, discussed the condition of a
particular section of women who are identified as “half widows''.
They note that the complicated and tedious procedure prevalent in
the legal system discourages these women from approaching the
courts. While most of these women actively disregard the
possibility of filing petitions for Habeas Corpus, a large section of
the population remains unaware of such a possibility. Although
this raises a concern about an increase in unreported
disappearances, half-widows are left in the shadows as they are
not a subject in the process of lawmaking. P a g e  0 6



Swabhimaan, an initiative by the Centre For New
Economics Study, interviewed Prof. Priyanka Khushwah,
an Assistant Professor at Jindal Global Law School as a
part of the Samvaad series. The edition – “Women in
Conflict Areas”, focuses on understanding the agency
and experiences of women and gender minorities in
conflict areas. 

During her interaction with a Kashmir local she
mentioned, “A woman, 21 years old, whose brother was
rumoured to have joined militancy, was being
constantly investigated. Armed forces with ‘special
powers’ used to go to their houses at unreasonable
times. They abused the family members and sexually
harassed the woman. She was traumatised. We
encouraged her to file a case and continue her
education. Her case is still ongoing, and she is still
fighting for her case. It is not untrue that the judicial
remedy takes time, it takes a lot of your energy. But
where else should we seek justice? This is the last
resort.”
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https://swaabhimaancnes.in/
https://jgu.edu.in/jslh/research-centres/centre-for-new-economics-studies/
https://swaabhimaancnes.in/samvaad-2/
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The classification of genders has not only affected
women but the gender minorities who do not “fit it”.
The celebrated ‘heroic war’ of Mahabharat was
initiated with several rules and regulations that
eliminated several people from participating.
Shikhandi, a woman, had to undergo gender
transformation to suit the body and mental state of a
warrior. Although this narration was shaped around
vengeance, the concept of an ideal warrior is yet again
masculinised. While this is a widely known text that
has influenced various judgements and political
decisions, we cannot ignore the role of caste, religion
and class that has contributed to the marginalisation
of women and gender minorities. Strategic politics
that glorifies the ‘respectable women of the society’
has escaped the heat of subtle imposition of such
definite gender roles. 

P a g e  0 8
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I n  t h e  S h a d o w s  o f  C o n f l i c t :  W o m e n ’ s
R e s i l i e n c e , a m i d s t  S e x u a l  V i o l e n c e  i n
C o n f l i c t  Z o n e s .

 “ N o t h i n g  i s  b a l c k  a n d  w h i t e .
W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  s y s t e m ,
t h e  p e o p l e  i n  p o w e r  w a n t  t h e
c o n f l i c t  t o  p e r s i s t  b e c a u s e  o f
t h e  k i n d  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t h e y
e n j o y . ”   



I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H
P R O F .  K H U S H W A H  

P r o f .  P r i y a n k a  K h u s h w a h  i s  a n
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  a t  J i n d a l  G l o b a l
L a w  S c h o o l .  P r o f .  K h u s h w a h  h a s
w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,
J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  C o a l i t i o n  o f  C i v i l
S o c i e t y  a n d  A P D P .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w e  t r y  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  w o m e n
i n  c o n f l i c t  r i d d e n  a r e a s  a n d  s e v e r a l
e s s e n t i a l  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a s
b e e n  c o n s c i o u s l y  i g n o r e d  b y  o u r
p o l i c y  m a k e r s .

V i e w  t h e  f u l l  c o n v e r s a t i o n
h e r e .  

P a g e  1 0

https://youtu.be/Vx49bF3AZFI


E s c a l a t i o n  o f  V i o l e n c e
i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  R e g i o n :
I n s i g h t s  a n d  C h a l l e n g e s

S  A  M  V  A  A  D

“ W h a t  i s  p e a c e
w i t h o u t  j u s t i c e ? ”

P a g e  1 1



I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  M S
R I T A  M A N C H A N D A  

M s .  R i t a  M a n c h a n d a ,  A  j o u r n a l i s t ,
w r i t e r ,  r e s e a r c h e r ,  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s
a c t i v i s t ,  s h e  h a s  d e d i c a t e d  m u c h  o f  h e r
w o r k  t o  b r i d g i n g  t h e  d e e p  p o l i t i c a l  a n d
e t h n i c  d i v i d e s  b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n .  S h e  p a s s i o n a t e l y  p r o m o t e s  t h e
i n c l u s i o n  o f  w o m e n  p e a c e  b u i l d e r s  i n
t h e  p o l i c y m a k i n g  s p h e r e ,  d r i v e n  b y  h e r
s t r o n g  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  c o m m u n i t y - c e n t e r e d
s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e
p o t e n t i a l  o f  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  d e m o c r a c y .

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a i m s  t o  s h e d  l i g h t  o n
t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l
i s s u e s ,  f o c u s i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  t h e
n o r t h - e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  o f  I n d i a ,  t h a t
f r e q u e n t l y  g o  u n n o t i c e d  b y
m a i n s t r e a m  m e d i a  a n d  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  p r o m i s e s
t o  p r i o r i t i s e  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e
p u b l i c .

v i e w  t h e  f u l l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  h e r e :

P a g e  1 2

https://youtu.be/7GRcZJ4FTrw
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D r .  K h u s h d e e p  K a u r  M a l h o t r a ,  a
r e s e a r c h  s c i e n t i s t  a t  I I T  D e l h i ,
r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  h e r  P h D  i n
G e o g r a p h y  a n d  U r b a n  S t u d i e s  a t
T e m p l e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  M a y  2 0 2 2 .
H e r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w o r k ,  w h i c h
s e r v e s  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e
i n t e r v i e w ,  d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  K a s h m i r ' s  m i c r o -
m i n o r i t y  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s
m i l i t a r i s m  a n d  v i o l e n c e .  H e r
r e s e a r c h  a l s o  e x p l o r e s  t h e
d y n a m i c s  o f  i n t e r c o m m u n a l  a n d
i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  s o l i d a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n
S i k h s  a n d  M u s l i m s ,  o f f e r i n g  a
c o u n t e r - n a r r a t i v e  t o  t h e  o f t e n
d i v i s i v e  n a r r a t i v e s  s u r r o u n d i n g
K a s h m i r .

I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  D R .
K H U S H D E E P  K A U R  M A L H O T R A

A n v i t h a  B  V  G o w d a

 T h e  c h a p t e r  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n
“ K a s h m i r i  S i k h  W o m e n  a n d  t h e i r
e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  c o n f l i c t ” ,
f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  R o u t l e d g e
H a n d b o o k  o f  C r i t i c a l  K a s h m i r
S t u d i e s ,  b r i n g s  t o  l i g h t  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  K a s h m i r i  S i k h
w o m e n ,  a  g r o u p  w h o s e  s t o r i e s  h a v e
b e e n  o v e r s h a d o w e d  a n d
i n v i s i b i l i z e d  a m i d s t  t h e  r e g i o n ' s
o n g o i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t .

D r .  M a l h o t r a ' s  a n a l y s i s  c e n t e r s  o n
t h e  e n d u r i n g  i m p a c t  o f  v i o l e n c e ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a
m a s s a c r e  i n  w h i c h  3 5  S i k h  m e n
w e r e  t r a g i c a l l y  g u n n e d  d o w n  b y
u n k n o w n  a s s a i l a n t s .  

P a g e  1 4



 T h i s  i m p a c t  i s
e x a m i n e d  b o t h  a m o n g
t h e  w o m e n  w h o  w e r e
w i d o w e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f
t h e  m a s s a c r e  a n d  t h e
y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f
S i k h  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e
g r o w n  u p  i n  i t s  s h a d o w .

H e r  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l s
t h a t  t h e  p e r v a s i v e
u n c e r t a i n t y  s t e m m i n g
f r o m  v i o l e n c e  a n d
m i l i t a r i s m  s h a p e s  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e s e
t w o  g r o u p s  o f  w o m e n ,
a l b e i t  i n  s t a r k l y
c o n t r a s t i n g  w a y s .  

T h r o u g h  t h i s  w o r k ,  D r .
M a l h o t r a  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n
t h e  n u a n c e d  g e n d e r e d
d i m e n s i o n s  o f  c o n f l i c t
a n d  v i o l e n c e  i n  K a s h m i r
a n d  s t r i v e s  t o  p r o v i d e  a
p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  v o i c e s
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
K a s h m i r i  S i k h  w o m e n
t h a t  h a v e  l o n g  r e m a i n e d
h i d d e n .

P a g e  1 5



R E S E A R C H E R ’ S
S P O T L I G H T : F E I L D  W O R K
E X P E R I E N C E  

T h e  s t u d y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e
K a s h m i r i  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y ,  a  m i c r o - m i n o r i t y  g r o u p  c o n s t i t u t i n g
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  e r s t w h i l e  s t a t e  o f
J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e
K a s h m i r  V a l l e y  r e g i o n ,  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  M u s l i m  a r e a  w i t h  a r o u n d
6 0 , 0 0 0  S i k h s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i s
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  d a t e d  c e n s u s  d a t a  a n d  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  a r i s i n g
f r o m  t h e  o n g o i n g  c o n f l i c t .

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  j o u r n e y  c o m m e n c e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f
C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a ,  S o u t h  K a s h m i r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a d  f e w  c o n n e c t i o n s
w i t h i n  t h e  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y .  S o o n  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  n e e d  t o  b r o a d e n
t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e i r  s t u d y ,  t h e y  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  f i e l d w o r k  t o
S r i n a g a r ,  B a d g a m ,  a n d  N o r t h  K a s h m i r ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a r a m u l l a  a n d
s u r r o u n d i n g  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e b y  e n c o m p a s s i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
l o c a l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  K a s h m i r  V a l l e y .  F i e l d w o r k  p r e s e n t e d  i t s
e x p e c t e d  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  r e w a r d s .

P a g e  1 6



T h e  b a c k d r o p  o f  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t
v i o l e n c e  i n  K a s h m i r  a d d e d  a  l a y e r  o f
c o m p l e x i t y  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  t a s k .
S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  b o t h
t h e  S i k h  a n d  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t i e s  d i d  n o t
p o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  h u r d l e s .  T h e  r e s e a r c h e r
f o u n d  l o d g i n g  w i t h  a  M u s l i m  f a m i l y  w h o
e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i t y  b e y o n d  t h e
f i e l d w o r k ,  f o s t e r i n g  e n d u r i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t a c t s  i n  l o c a l
a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e
r e v e n u e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t
c o l l e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  p r o v e d  r e l a t i v e l y
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s e a r c h
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .

I n  a  s o c i e t y  m a r k e d  b y  a  h i s t o r y  o f  v i o l e n c e
a n d  p e r v a s i v e  a m b i g u i t y  s u r r o u n d i n g  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s ,  t r u s t  w a s  a  s c a r c e  c o m m o d i t y .
S u s p i c i o n  s o m e t i m e s  c l o u d e d  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a s
l o c a l s  s c r u t i n i z e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  o r i g i n s
a n d  i n t e n t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i t h  a  y e a r -
l o n g  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u e d
e n g a g e m e n t  o v e r  s u b s e q u e n t  v i s i t s ,  t h e
r e s e a r c h e r  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l t  s u b s t a n t i a l
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  n u r t u r e d  a  d e g r e e  o f  t r u s t .
T h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  b y  i n v o l v i n g
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  e v o l v i n g  r e s e a r c h
p r o c e s s ,  i n v i t i n g  f e e d b a c k  a n d  c r i t i q u e s  t o
e n s u r e  s t a k e h o l d e r s '  i n v o l v e m e n t .  

T h e  r e s e a r c h  i t s e l f  d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e
c h a l l e n g i n g  t e r r a i n  o f  r e v i s i t i n g  a n d
u n p a c k i n g  t h e  t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f
v i o l e n c e  e n d u r e d  b y  t h e  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y .
T h i s  e m o t i o n a l  b u r d e n  w e i g h e d  o n  b o t h  t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g
t h e  t o l l  o f  f i e l d w o r k .  Y e t ,  t h e  s t u d y  a l s o
f e a t u r e d  m o m e n t s  o f  c a m a r a d e r i e  a n d
e n j o y m e n t  w i t h  t h e  h o s t  f a m i l y ,  p r o v i d i n g  a
r e s p i t e  f r o m  t h e  s o m b e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  w o r k .
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I D E N T I T Y  A N D
P O L I T I C A L
A G E N D A S

D r  K h u s h d e e p  p r o v i d e d  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e x
d y n a m i c s  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e
K a s h m i r  V a l l e y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  K a s h m i r i  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e
a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a  m a s s a c r e .  I n  t h i s
c o n t e x t ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  c o m m u n a l  r e l a t i o n s
a n d  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  o f  l o c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  s t a n d  o u t  a s  k e y
t h e m e s .  T h e  K a s h m i r  V a l l e y  r e p r e s e n t s  a  r i c h  t a p e s t r y
o f  c u l t u r a l ,  e t h n i c ,  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c  d i v e r s i t y ,  w i t h
v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o e x i s t i n g  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h i s
d i v e r s i t y  i n c l u d e s  S i k h s ,  M u s l i m s ,  P a n d i t s ,  t r i b a l
g r o u p s ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  c r e a t i n g  a  c o m p l e x  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l
l a n d s c a p e .

T h e  C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a  m a s s a c r e  m a r k e d  a  p i v o t a l  m o m e n t
i n  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  h i s t o r y ,  a s  b o t h  S i k h s  a n d  M u s l i m s
f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t a r g e t e d  b y  v i o l e n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e
e x a c t  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  r e m a i n e d  s h r o u d e d  i n
c o n f u s i o n  a n d  a m b i g u i t y ,  a s  i s  o f t e n  t h e  c a s e  i n  s u c h
s i t u a t i o n s .  T h i s  l e d  t o  h e i g h t e n e d  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e
t w o  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a .  I n
t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  m a s s a c r e ,  e x t e r n a l  S i k h  v i s i t o r s
a r r i v e d  f r o m  P u n j a b  t o  o f f e r  s u p p o r t  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  l o c a l  M u s l i m  f a m i l i e s
t e m p o r a r i l y  l e f t  t h e i r  h o m e s  d u e  t o  f e a r s  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n
f r o m  o u t s i d e r s ,  d e s p i t e  n o t  b e i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n
t h e  v i o l e n c e .  T h i s  p e r i o d  w a s  m a r k e d  b y  c h a r g e d
r e l a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n a l  t e n s i o n .
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S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  d e s p i t e  a t t e m p t s  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  c o m m u n a l  g a i n ,  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d
c o m m u n a l  d i s h a r m o n y  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e .  T h e
r e s e a r c h e r  t h e o r i z e s  t h a t  t h i s  o u t c o m e  m a y  b e
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  S i k h
a n d  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t i e s  o v e r  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t
e m e r g e d  a f t e r  t h e  C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a  i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l l y
m i t i g a t e d  t h e  w e a p o n i z a t i o n  o f  c o m m u n a l
n a r r a t i v e s  b y  e x t e r n a l  a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t a t e .
T h i s  s t a n d s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e
K a s h m i r i  P a n d i t s '  e x o d u s  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0 s ,  w h i c h
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  m o r e  c o m m u n a l i z e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h
M u s l i m s .  

T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " p r e c a r i t y "  p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e
i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s h a r e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a l l
K a s h m i r i s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g  v i o l e n c e  a n d
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l o c a l
c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  m e c h a n i s m s  i n  p l a c e  t o  a d d r e s s
t e n s i o n s  a n d  d i s p u t e s ,  f o s t e r i n g  m u t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  r e s o l u t i o n .  T h e s e  m e c h a n i s m s
h a v e  m a d e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  e x t e r n a l  a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  s t a t e ,  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y ' s
e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  c o m m u n a l  e n d s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l i m i t e d  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t
i n  t h e  s m a l l  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y  m a y  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d
t o  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e s i s t  c o m m u n a l i z a t i o n .  U n l i k e
l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h e  S i k h  c o m m u n i t y  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r
s u b s t a n t i a l  e l e c t o r a l  a d v a n t a g e s  o r  v o t i n g  p o w e r ,
l e a d i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t o  l a r g e l y  l e a v e  t h e m  u n a f f e c t e d
b y  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t a l i z a t i o n .  
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I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  S i k h - M u s l i m  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e
K a s h m i r i  P a n d i t  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  m o r e
c o m m u n a l i z e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M u s l i m s .  P r o f e s s o r
A n k u r  D u t t a ' s  w o r k  i n  " O n  U n c e r t a i n  G r o u n d "  d e l v e s
i n t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  K a s h m i r i  P a n d i t  c o m m u n i t y ,
s h e d d i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e i r  d i s p l a c e m e n t  a n d  t h e  d i s t i n c t
c o m m u n a l  d y n a m i c s  t h a t  h a v e  e m e r g e d .

A n  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  p e a c e f u l
c o e x i s t e n c e  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  K a s h m i r  V a l l e y  i s  t h e
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,
k n o w n  a s  " d y r a s . "  T h e s e  b o u n d a r i e s  r e s p e c t  t h e
r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c u s t o m s  o f  d i f f e r e n t
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  f o s t e r i n g  d a y - t o - d a y  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h o u t
e n g e n d e r i n g  c o m m u n a l  t e n s i o n s .

P a g e  2 0  



R E F R A M I N G  N A R R A T I V E S :  
K A S H M I R I  S I K H  W O M E N ' S  A G E N C Y
I N  A  C O N F L I C T  L A N D S C A P E

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e x  i n t e r p l a y
b e t w e e n  s t a t e  i n f l u e n c e ,  p a t r i a r c h a l  n o r m s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  o f
t h e s e  w o m e n  i n  a s s e r t i n g  t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s .  

F i r s t l y ,  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  " s t a t e  p o l i c y "
m i g h t  n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d y n a m i c s  a t  p l a y  i n  c o n f l i c t
z o n e s  l i k e  K a s h m i r .  

T h e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c o m m u n a l  t e n s i o n s  o f t e n  o c c u r  o u t s i d e  t h e
r e a l m  o f  f o r m a l  s t a t e  p o l i c y ,  w i t h  s t a t e  i n v o l v e m e n t  r e m a i n i n g
l a r g e l y  i m p l i c i t  o r  u n i n t e n t i o n a l .  C o m m u n a l  v i o l e n c e  i s  t y p i c a l l y
n o t  a d d r e s s e d  b y  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c i e s ,  a s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r o l e  i n  s u c h
v i o l e n c e  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  i m p l i c a t e d .  T h i s  i n h e r e n t  a m b i g u i t y
c o m p l i c a t e s  e f f o r t s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e
f r a m e w o r k  o f  s t a t e  p o l i c y .

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  K a s h m i r i  S i k h  w o m e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  a r e
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  o v e r a r c h i n g  p a t r i a r c h a l  n o r m s  t h a t  p r e v a i l  i n
s u c h  c o n t e x t s .  T h e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c o n f l i c t  i n  K a s h m i r  a r e  o f t e n
j u s t i f i e d  a n d  f r a m e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r
h o n o u r .  
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P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  m u c h  o f  t h e
v i o l e n c e  o c c u r s  o n  t h e
b o d i e s  o f  w o m e n  t h e m s e l v e s ,
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  d i s s o n a n c e
b e t w e e n  r h e t o r i c  a n d
r e a l i t y .  O n e  o f  t h e  l a s t i n g
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e
C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a  m a s s a c r e  i s
t h e  g e n e r a t i o n a l  i m p a c t  o n
K a s h m i r i  S i k h  w o m e n .  

T h e  w i d o w s  o f  t h e  v i c t i m s ,  a l t h o u g h  v o c a l  a b o u t  t h e i r
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  o f t e n  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  t h e  b r o a d e r
d i s c o u r s e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  e v e n t .  T h e i r  p e r s o n a l  s t o r i e s  a n d
s t r u g g l e s  t e n d  t o  t a k e  a  b a c k s e a t  t o  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  j u s t i c e ,
c o m m u n i t y  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  m a r t y r d o m  o f  t h e  s l a i n  m e n .

W h i l e  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  e v e n t s  l i k e  t h e  C h i t t i s i n g h p o r a  m a s s a c r e
a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e
w o m e n  w h o  s u r v i v e d  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n d u r e  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y
m a r g i n a l i z e d .  T h i s  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e f o c u s  t h e  n a r r a t i v e
a n d  g i v e  t h e s e  w o m e n  a  c e n t r a l  p l a c e  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e
a f t e r m a t h  o f  s u c h  t r a u m a t i c  e v e n t s .  

C o m p a r a t i v e l y ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  w o m e n  w h o  s u r v i v e d  t h e  1 9 8 4
a n t i - S i k h  v i o l e n c e  a r e  d i s t i n c t .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d
i n  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  j u s t i c e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e
p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  v i s i b i l i t y  h a s  a l s o  o f t e n  f r a m e d
t h e m  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  p r o j e c t .

N o t a b l y ,  a m o n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  K a s h m i r i  S i k h  w o m e n ,
t h e r e  i s  a  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  i n  e m b r a c i n g  t h e i r  K h a l s a
i d e n t i t y .  T h i s  i d e n t i t y  e m p h a s i z e s  g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  w i t h i n
S i k h i s m  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  r e l i g i o u s
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  Y o u n g  S i k h  w o m e n  a r e
i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l a n d s c a p e ,  t a k i n g  o n  r o l e s
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  m e n .  T h i s  v i s i b l e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e i r
S i k h  i d e n t i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  p a t r i a r c h a l  n o r m s  t h a t  s e e k  t o  p r o t e c t
w o m e n ' s  h o n o r  a n d  i n s t e a d  e m p o w e r s  t h e m  t o  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e
w i t h  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  a n d  r e l i g i o n .  

T h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  s o m e  y o u n g  S i k h  w o m e n  t o  t a k e  A m r i t ,  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  r i t u a l  i n  S i k h i s m ,  f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e i r  f a i t h  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e i r  r e l i g i o u s
i d e n t i t y  b e c o m e s  a  s o u r c e  o f  s t r e n g t h  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e  i n  a
c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n  e n v i r o n m e n t . P a g e  2 2



I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n ,
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  n o t i o n  o f  ' l o v e
j i h a d , '  h o w  d o  s o c i e t a l  p e r c e p t i o n s  t h a t  w o m e n ' s
b o d i e s  a r e  b e a r e r s  o f  h o n o r  i m p a c t  t h e  a g e n c y  o f
w o m e n  i n  m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n  r e g i o n s ?

T h e  i s s u e  o f  i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  m a r r i a g e s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h i n  m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h
a s  K a s h m i r i  S i k h s ,  i s  a  c o m p l e x  a n d  m u l t i f a c e t e d
c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  a  s i n g l e  g r o u p .  

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  n o t
u n i q u e  t o  m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  i s
p r e v a l e n t  a c r o s s  I n d i a ,  w h e r e  i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s
m a r r i a g e s  r e m a i n  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w .

 I n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t  o f  K a s h m i r ,  w h e r e
c o m m u n a l  t e n s i o n s  r u n  h i g h  d u e  t o  a  h i s t o r y  o f
c o n f l i c t  a n d  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e  d y n a m i c s  s u r r o u n d i n g
i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  m a r r i a g e s  b e c o m e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
i n t r i c a t e .  

O n  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p u s h  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u n g
S i k h  w o m e n  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e i r  f a i t h  a n d  a d h e r e  t o
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  S i k h n i  e q u a l i t y ,  w h i c h
e m p h a s i z e s  g e n d e r  p a r i t y  w i t h  m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  r i g h t  t o  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a r r i a g e
c h o i c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  f a r  f r o m  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .

O n e  o f  t h e  c o m p l i c a t i n g  f a c t o r s  i s  t h e  t e r m  ' l o v e
j i h a d , '  w h i c h  r e f e r s  t o  a l l e g e d  c a m p a i g n s  t o
c o n v e r t  n o n - M u s l i m  w o m e n  t o  I s l a m  t h r o u g h
m a r r i a g e .  W h i l e  t h i s  t e r m  h a s  g a i n e d  p r o m i n e n c e
i n  p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e ,  i t s  a c t u a l  p r e v a l e n c e  a n d
i m p a c t  a r e  s u b j e c t s  o f  d e b a t e  a n d  s c r u t i n y .  

B
E

A
R

IN
G

 H
O

N
O

U
R

 
C

H
A

L
L

E
N

G
IN

G
B

O
U

N
D

A
R

IE
S

 

P a g e  2 3  



T h i s  a m b i g u i t y  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h
b e t w e e n  m a r r i a g e s  b a s e d  o n  g e n u i n e  c o n s e n t  a n d  t h o s e
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  o r  u l t e r i o r  m o t i v e s .  I t  i s  c r u c i a l
t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  m a r r i a g e s
e x t e n d s  t o  b o t h  S i k h  a n d  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  K a s h m i r .  

T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s e n t i m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a p p e a r s  t o
b e  o n e  o f  r e l u c t a n c e  o r  o u t r i g h t  r e j e c t i o n  o f  s u c h  u n i o n s .  T h i s
r e s i s t a n c e  i s  u n d e r p i n n e d  b y  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g
d e m o g r a p h i c  c o n c e r n s  a n d  t h e  f e a r  o f  a l i g n i n g  w i t h  o n e
c o m m u n i t y  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r .

I n  e s s e n c e ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  d i s t i n c t  i d e n t i t y  b e c o m e s  a  p a r a m o u n t
o b j e c t i v e .  B y  d o i n g  s o ,  S i k h  i n d i v i d u a l s  a i m  t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r
u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  d e g r e e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  b o t h
t h e  s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s  a n d  t h e  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t y .
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I n  t h e  f r a u g h t  s o c i o -
p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f
K a s h m i r ,  w h e r e  c o m m u n a l
s o l i d a r i t i e s  a r e  t e n u o u s  a n d
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t e n s i o n s ,
p r e s e r v i n g  t h i s
d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  i s  p e r c e i v e d
a s  a  m e a n s  o f  s a f e g u a r d i n g
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  s e c u r i t y .

I n s t a n c e s  o f  i n t e r m a r r i a g e
b e t w e e n  S i k h  w o m e n  a n d
M u s l i m  m e n  d o  o c c u r ,
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  r e m a i n
r e l a t i v e l y  i n f r e q u e n t .
H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  s u c h
a l l i a n c e s  d o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  t h e y
t e n d  t o  e v o k e  h e i g h t e n e d
a n x i e t y  a n d  r e a c t i o n s  f r o m
b o t h  s i d e s .  T h e s e  m a r r i a g e s
c h a l l e n g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l
b o u n d a r i e s ,  s i g n a l i n g  a
d e g r e e  o f  p r o x i m i t y  b e t w e e n
t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  i s
o f t e n  m e t  w i t h  r e s i s t a n c e .   



T h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  w o m e n
a r e  e a s i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  o r
" b r a i n w a s h e d "  d i s e m p o w e r s
t h e m ,  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h e
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y
w i t h i n  S i k h i s m .

M o r e o v e r ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f
K a s h m i r ,  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
m i l i t a r i s m  a n d  m a s c u l i n i t y
a d d s  a n o t h e r  l a y e r  o f
c o m p l e x i t y  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f
w o m e n ' s  a g e n c y .  W o m e n  a r e
a c t i v e  a g e n t s  i n  s h a p i n g
t h e i r  g r o u p  i d e n t i t y ,  o f t e n
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  S i k h  f a i t h
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a n d
c h o i c e s .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e i r  b o d i e s  a l s o  b e c o m e  s y m b o l i c  b e a r e r s  o f  h o n o r ,
f u r t h e r  i m p a c t i n g  t h e i r  a u t o n o m y .  T h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  u n d e r s c o r e s
t h e  p r o f o u n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  b o r n e  b y  w o m e n  a s  c o n f l i c t s  a r e
p r i m a r i l y  w a g e d  b y  m e n ,  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  m a k e
i n d e p e n d e n t  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  m a r r i a g e  a n d  i d e n t i t y .

T h e  c o r e  i s s u e  l i e s  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a g e n c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f
w o m e n  i n  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  W h i l e  S i k h  w o m e n  a r e  a c c o r d e d  a
h i g h  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  a n d  S i k h  p r i n c i p l e s  a d v o c a t e
g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y ,  p r a c t i c a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a u t o n o m y  i n  m a t t e r s
o f  m a r r i a g e  r e m a i n s  c o m p l e x .
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E X T E N D E D
D I A L O G U E

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w o m e n ' s
a g e n c y  i n  c o n f l i c t  a n d
v i o l e n c e  i s  a  c o m p l e x  a n d
e v o l v i n g  s u b j e c t ,  w i t h
n u m e r o u s  v a l u a b l e  t e x t s
s h e d d i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e  t o p i c .
D r .  I n s h a h  M a l i k ' s  w o r k
e x p l o r e s  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  M u s l i m
w o m e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n s ,
o f f e r i n g  c r u c i a l  i n s i g h t s  i n t o
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  D r .  S a b a
M a h m o o d ' s  s e m i n a l  t e x t
d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
p i e t y ,  a d d i n g  d e p t h  t o  o u r
c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  w o m e n ' s
a g e n c y  i n  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e x t s .
P r o f .  M a l l i k a  K a u r ' s  r e s e a r c h
f o c u s e s  o n  P u n j a b i  S i k h
w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r  a c t i v i s m ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h
o f  t h e  1 9 8 4  a n t i - S i k h  v i o l e n c e .

T h e s e  t e x t s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c h a l l e n g e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  n o t i o n s  o f
w o m e n ' s  r o l e s  i n  c o n f l i c t  a n d  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  d y n a m i c  n a t u r e  o f
a g e n c y ,  w h i c h  v a r i e s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d
c o n t e x t s  i n d i v i d u a l s  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  i d e n t i t i e s ,  w h i l e  i n t r i c a t e  a n d
m u l t i f a c e t e d ,  h o l d s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n  r e g i o n s  w h e r e  i d e n t i t i e s  c a n  b e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i z e d
o r  w e a p o n i z e d  b y  v a r i o u s  a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t a t e .  P r o f e s s o r
M o n a  B h a n ' s  w o r k ,  " C o u n t e r - I n s u r g e n c y ,  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  t h e
P o l i t i c s  o f  I d e n t i t y  i n  I n d i a :  F r o m  W a r f a r e  t o  W e l f a r e , "  p r o v i d e s
a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h o w  m i n o r i t y  i d e n t i t i e s  a r e
s h a p e d  a n d  m a n i p u l a t e d  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  o f f e r i n g
v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  i d e n t i t y  f o r m a t i o n  i n
r e g i o n s  l i k e  K a s h m i r .  T h e s e  t e x t s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a
n u a n c e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w o m e n ' s  a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s
o f  i d e n t i t y  i n  c o n f l i c t  c o n t e x t s .
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